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September 2004 AKC/BCOA Delegate Report

This meeting of the American Kennel Club was held September 14, 2004 in Manhattan. The main order of business was the election of Committee members to replace those whose terms had expired, or those who were no longer delegates. My term on the Herding Earthdog Coursing Committee is for three years, expiring 2005.

At the Monday Committee meetings, I sat in for a short time at the Parent Club meeting which was mainly a discussion about the upcoming Parent Club Conference. In attendance at the Parent Club Conference will be Shen Smith and Barbara O’Neil representing BCOA, and Karen Mays, who is the secretary of the Parent Club Committee. These Conferences are a pooling of ideas from each club and their representatives. The first meeting, attended by Barbara O’Neil, Karen Mays and your Delegate, was an invaluable learning experience, an exchange of ideas and information helpful to all.

Later in the day at the HEC Committee meeting, the Coursing Committee was discussed. It is making great progress. There are 46 people participating, 2 members from each club, and a subcommittee made up of five. Those interested in obtaining information may do so by e-mail at “coursing” on the AKC Website.

The HEC Committee went over some problems that arise in coursing, such as trials that incorporate a turn of more than 90 degrees in their planning. These turns are considered unsafe for a running dog and it will be recommended that these turns not be allowed. During discussion we learned that AKC rules state that at each trial a performance judge must sign an affirmation of “willingness to judge according to AKC rules.” The Committee asked that the rule be changed to allow a single signing at a judge’s first trial. The smaller Committee meetings can easily resolve these types of matters, which are too trivial for the AKC Board to dwell on, but which have an impact on the sport and those participating.

Tuesday morning David Merriam addressed the Delegate body at the Forum. He gave a Conflicts of Interest Report. Mr. Merriam spoke about judging conflicts, including the need to redefine basics of sportsmanship in all facets of the sport. He also explained that the sport is in need of redefining what we stand for, and what our basic principles and standards are. Many of the rules presently in place for AKC are archaic and not applicable in the modern world. In Mr. Merriam’s opinion even the Judge’s Handbook is in need of a complete revision.

He reminded us of the need to remember that we must never engage in any activity, which would be prejudicial to the best interests of the sport of dogs. Input may be given on the AKC Website as to our interpretation of the “standards of conduct within the sport.”

When the new Delegates were introduced, I was proud to introduce Kay Collins, (BCOA member) attending her first meeting as the Evansville KC Delegate.

A discussion ensued about the Florida hurricanes. We were told of the enormous help given to the stricken areas by AKC/CAR and individuals. Devastation from the hurricanes was enormous and CAR donations are still needed. Your check should be labeled: Florida Hurricane Relief. 

We learned that due to the hard work of many on the west coast, the proposed California ear crop ban was defeated. 

Several amendments were voted on and passed by the Delegates including the Aggressive Dog motion. With much discussion, it passed as amended on the floor. It provides for the disqualification of a dog excused by judges on three occasions for menacing or threatening in the ring.

The highlight of the meeting came when my name was called as Borzoi Club Of America Delegate, and I walked up to the dais to accept the plaque awarded BCOA for its 100 year participation as an AKC member club. It was quite funny that no one knew that I was being handed an empty box. The BCOA 
Board had requested that the plaque be presented at our Centennial in April. From that time until the meeting, whenever I met anyone from AKC, such as Paula Spector, Events Coordinator, I was reminded that I was to receive an empty box. As I accepted the “plaque” from Ron Menaker, he congratulated me for BCOA, then leaned forward and whispered, “The box is empty you know.”

 

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Staudt-Cartabona AKC/BCOA Delegate

 

