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AKC/BCOA Delegate Report June 07, 2004

This June meeting was held in Nashville Tennessee in accordance with the trial policy of rotating every other meeting from NYC to various locations around the country. Also on a trial basis, the Committee members met Sunday, followed by the Delegate meeting on Monday, rather than the usual Monday- Tuesday meetings. Your Delegate decided to drive to the meeting rather than fly, and combine the meeting with a mini-vacation.

On Monday I paid brief visits to several rooms to try to sit in on as many Committee meetings as possible, as there were so many topics of interest. I had to cut my time short at these meetings to be able to attend the HEC (Herding Earthdog Coursing) Committee meeting of which I am still a member.

Included in the Delegate packet, mailed to us before each meeting, we receive a brief listing of each Committee’s agenda and main topic of discussion. Since the meetings are held simultaneously in groups, we rush through the rooms to try to sit in on as many meetings as topics interest us. 

Tuesday morning the meeting began with the usual Forum. This time an informative program given by Daisy Okas, the subject being AKC’s public relations program.

At the regular meeting the first item presented was also the main topic of discussion. It was also the reason why this meeting, as we were told, was the best attended of the rotating meetings so far. This was to be the vote on the highly controversial subject of the proposal to award a major to the RWD and RWB at one National Specialty yearly, in addition to the five points awarded to each Winners. 

Pat Laurens, spokesperson for the Parent Club Committee, from which the proposal originated, asked that the vote on these amendments be taken first. A lengthy discussion ensued as to how the vote should be taken. Pat’s request for a roll call vote was approved, and Jim Crowley read off the entire list of member clubs and delegate’s names, quite a time consuming process. Most of us, myself included, sat with pencil and pad and held tally along with the officials.

As requested by our BCOA Board, when our club’s and my name was called, I voted in favor of the amendment. As the tedium of the vote went on, some Delegates became inventive, and began to add short witty comments such as, “I regrettably vote….” or “ I vote in protest.” Although a roll call may well be the way to insure that each Delegate does vote as instructed, as each clubs Delegate’s vote is then duly recorded, it does seem an enormous waste of everyone’s time. There are so many important matters pending, which cannot be addressed for lack of time. This roll call took up a major portion of the meeting. 

When the final vote was cast, it was evident that there were not enough votes in favor of, and so the motion failed to pass. We will not have majors at our Specialties for reserve winners as so many had hoped.

The rest of the voting concerned Beagle and Retriever trials. Delegates begin to leave at about the half waypoint of the meeting. It always surprises me at how many leave before the end of each meeting. It seems contradictory to come so far, only to risk missing an important part of each meeting to catch an early flight. 

The President and other officers close the meeting by giving the Delegates summaries on pertinent happenings at AKC. During this time, our President informed us that AKC would soon begin taking ads for Online Breeder Classifieds (OBC) from breeders for puppy sales online.

Some concern was immediately expressed as to whether this service was to be for reputable breeders, or if it would be available to puppy mill establishments. 

AKC quickly followed this concern with a letter to all Delegates the following month, in which the requirements for this Online Breeder Advertising program concept were carefully outlined. 

The letter stressed that this service, available only to those with an AKC litter, and costing $30 for 60 days, would help the breeders find outlets for their puppies, and help the public find where to purchase AKC puppies. 

A main object being to help direct people away from the pet shops and other registries, and to help the small reputable breeder find puppy buyers. This combined with education by AKC, of the puppy buyers, and to help mitigate misuse of the AKC image. 

The paper goes on to inform us that there at least 27 web-based puppy sales services which have the look and feel of the AKC website, with AKC puppies for sale, and which use AKC information. The risk is the public is often misled into believing these services represent the AKC. Sometimes these puppies are not even AKC-registrable.

The letter comprised of 6 pages of questions answers and proposals. Information will be available on the AKC Website, and notices will go out with each AKC litter kit. Your additional questions may be addressed to Connie Pearcy. Assistant VP of the AKC Internal Consulting Group at (919) 816-3558. Or cep@akc.org.

Respectfully submitted,

 Karen Staudt-Cartabona BCOA/AKC Delegate

